
 In this issue, we are proud to introduce the newest member of Living Springs. Elum Travette Busby was born
to Philip and Kandi Busby on Wednesday, July 16, 2003, at 9:28 pm. He was 7lbs. 5oz. and 21in. long. We thank
The Lord for this blessing and the fact, Elum is a healthy, happy little boy! I know, there may be just a little prejudice
in this, but the writer of this newsletter believes that he is the cutest baby ever! We thank all of you for your prayers
and ask that you continue to pray: The Lord will grant us the wisdom each day to raise him in the ways of The Lord!

In other news.....

Question: “Is it right to display a copy of the Ten Commandments in or around a court house?”

Answer: Yes! There should be one in every last courthouse in this country, from the local all the way to the federal.
Further, there should be a copy on display at every public school! This is not an issue of separation of church and
state. The Ten Commandments are part of an ancient writing that is thousands of years old. The fact, many of us
believe this writing is actually spoken by God Himself, does not change the fact, this ancient writing is the basis of
all this country’s laws. It gives us a moral basis; that without, no civilization can hope to last. Those who say we
can not legislate morality have no real idea what law is. If everyone in a society could hold perfect moral values,
there would be no need for the rule of law. Basic rule of law is nothing more than moral values, necessary to human
interaction, enforced by threat of force. Many countries around the world look to different sources for the basis of
their laws. In America, the source just happens to be the ancient law of the Jews. It does not matter who likes it or
who does not. However, it would matter a great deal if we, as a society, decide to abandon these basic principles.
Believe in God or don’t, but unless you are not happy this nation exists, you should be thankful these rules were
there to guide the founders of this country! Recent times have shown, there are people in this world who do not
believe this nation should exist; but always remember, the greatest threat to America is the dust on the family Bible!
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Free - Take One “Beware lest any man
spoil you through
philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition
of men, after the
rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ.”
Colossians 2:8

Living Springs Institute
             Where Sound Doctrine Endures

Step Into the Springs!

Following the Biblical Stream:
By Philip E. Busby

 Last issue, I said we would continue to talk about the process of man’s creation and the interaction which
was already taking place between God and man. So, we pick up at chapter 2 verse 8 of the Book of Genesis,
and continue our journey.

 As we look at verse 8, we find, God planted a garden to put Adam into. This emphasizes the fact, man is
special. As God created the animals, He did not place them in any specific spot. The animals were created from
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the ground and the water, and they started from wherever they were brought forth. However, man was placed
not just in a specific spot, but in a garden planted by God Himself. God did not just put us in a field somewhere
or on a mountaintop. He took the time to plant a garden and placed man there! So, keep in mind, God may have
formed man from the dust, and He may have given man a place from which he can trace the beginnings of his
journey on this planet, but man does not come from the ground or the water, nor does he come from the Garden
of Eden; but all this was done to show man, he comes directly from the hand of God. Those who teach evolution
would have us believe, we are not special, that we simply evolved from the animals. This is an interesting view
from people who have such high-minded thoughts of man and his abilities! Of course, they are looking for a
way to take all the credit for their “accomplishments.” If they believe there is a God who made us, then they
will be forced to realize the things they can accomplish in their short life spans are only baby steps, at best.
Human accomplishment could be equated to a child who just learned they can grasp things, and that does not
set well with the arrogance of men! Beyond that, we have done some very bad things with our new found grasp!
We’ll equate those things to a child who uses it to pull mommy’s china off the table!

 Now, we can talk and debate for a very long time as to where the Garden of Eden actually existed, but in
the end, we can do nothing more than make an educated guess! Verses 10-14 of chapter 2 tells us the names
of rivers, and the Tigris and Euphrates are mentioned. However, since the flood of Noah’s day would have
drastically affected the landscape, we do not know how accurate the naming of the rivers, we know today, are.
It could be, these rivers reminded Noah and his sons of those two rivers or that they simply wanted to call them
that. It’s possible political reasons far after Noah’s day were to blame for the names. We may never know. The
flood and the fact, God put cherubims and a flaming sword at the garden, after the fall of man, to guard the
way to the Tree of Life, really lessen our chances of ever knowing where the garden was. This brings us to a
most interesting fact, and that is the fact, man has never stopped looking for the way back to the tree. This fact
actually gives us some clues as to where the garden may have been, or at least where post-flood man believed
it was! Through the Book of Genesis, and the entire Bible really, there is a tendency for man to migrate back
to an area we call the Fertile Crescent.  This is a portion of land running from around the land of Israel on the
Mediterranean and stretching to the east in a crescent shape to the top of the Persian Gulf. [See Map 1] This
area of land has been termed as the Fertile Crescent, and others refer to it simply as the “Cradle of
Civilization.”  It would seem from the Biblical account that calling this area the Cradle of Civilization is very
appropriate. The area of land around and between the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers seems, by all Biblical and
archaeological evidence, to truly be the place where man began his civilization. Keep in mind, civilization is
a human idea and not God’s.

 Through the Biblical account, the area around these rivers is almost always a hot spot for man. So, the idea
that this was because they hoped to find the Tree of Life again, and they had reason to believe it was in this
area, seems to be a logical one. Even today, we find man still looking for a way to have eternal life without
God! Every time someone comes up with a new pill or substance they believe will extend life, it seems they
can make a fortune! Many people follow very strict diets in the hope they can find longer life, if not figure out
how to cheat death altogether. Longer life is an obsession with man. Many people have children because they
feel it’s an extension of their life. Today, longer life, if not eternal life, is sought in many forms; but there are
stories in man’s history, not too long ago, which illustrate the direct concept of looking specifically for the
Tree of Life. When Europeans found out there was a whole other landmass that they were not aware of, there
were those who were literally obsessed with the idea of finding something which would grant life eternal, in
that land! Probably the most well known is Ponce De Leon who was looking for the “Fountain of Youth”! If
you’ve ever played the gossip game, you can clearly see how the tree may have become a fountain! As
information is passed from one person to another, it’s astounding how much a story can change. So, many of
the people living on the American continent were just as ignorant about the land across the ocean as Europeans
were about the “New World.” To many native Americans, it was not a new world. To them it was the world.
So, they had their tales as to where the Tree of Life was; but instead of a tree, it was a fountain, for some.
Instead of being in the Fertile Crescent, it was in a place we now call Florida. Of course, Mr. Ponce De Leon
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did not find eternal life - fountain or otherwise - just as no one ever has, but that has not kept men of all
generations from going to great effort trying!

 Now, the land around the rivers was likely the place were Noah built the ark. After the flood, the ark landed
on Mount Ararat, which is to the north of the Fertile Crescent, and yet it would seem, man journeyed back to
the area around the rivers to begin again. It would seem, somewhere in this area man built the Tower of Babel.
It’s likely, without the confounding of languages which took place at the Tower of Babel, man would have
continued to concentrate himself in this area for a very long time. It was in this area, Abraham was born and
his family lived. God called Abraham out of this area to a strange land where God could build a new place to
walk with man. It would seem, at the very least, man believed the area around these rivers to be a place of
power. Definitely, men who built empires preferred it time and time again. Even Alexander the Great, after
defeating the Meads, stayed in Babylon! [See Map 2]

 So, all we can know is, there was a place God prepared to put man. At the same time, we know this was a
starting point, a home - if you will - because God tells man to subdue the planet and have dominion over it.  It
was obviously God’s design from the very beginning that man spread out across the planet and enjoy the
fullness of His creation.  Genesis chapter 1 verse 26 not only says, God made us in His likeness, but uses the
wording, “...and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea...” and so on. It was obviously God’s intent,
before He ever created Adam, there would be more than just one human. So, the verses in chapter 2 give us
more detail as to how this would happen; but before we talk further about that, we want to talk more about the
garden God planted!

 Chapter 2 verse 8 tells us, God “planted” a garden. All of creation was good and perfect, but God illustrates
to man, he can enjoy it! Having dominion over the planet meant - sin or no sin - many people would still have
enjoyed growing and grooming gardens, even in a perfect world. I also believe men would have enjoyed
breeding animals, not for food, but for pleasure. Most children love to play with clay, but that is only the
beginning steps to the joy this planet had to offer!

 Verse 9 tells us, the Tree of Life and the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil were both in the garden.
However, an interesting fact about this verse is that the wording emphasizes, they were created the way the
other trees of the planet were. This verse takes the time to tell us, right off the bat, both trees were pleasant to
the sight and good for food. It’s important to understand, neither of these trees were ugly looking, with bad
tasting fruit. There was no reason for man to say, “I don’t want to eat of the Tree of Life, it’s ugly and the fruit
tastes bad, I’d rather eat from the Tree of Knowledge instead!” Nor was there reason to go in the opposite
direction and say, the Tree of Knowledge was too beautiful to resist! There was nothing physical to draw or
deter man from either of these trees any more than would be common of all the trees! God gave man a simple
choice. He did nothing to sway man one direction or the other. Remember, those things which can take us away
from God’s side, most of the time, do not come with horns, wearing a red suit and holding a pitch fork!
Children like to say, “God made dirt and dirt don’t hurt.” However, God made the Tree of Knowledge of Good
and Evil, and that did hurt! As we walk this life, we must remember the words which Jesus spoke to Satan as
Satan tempted Him to turn the stones into bread. Jesus told Satan, “Man shall not live by bread alone, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” Matthew 4:3-4 (Deut. 8:3) What should have been
important to Eve, the day Satan tempted her to eat of the tree, was not whether it was good to look at, the fact
the fruit was good to eat, or that God Himself had made the tree; only the fact that God had told them eating
of the tree would have bad consequences, mattered! The same is true in our lives. We can not make decisions
about how to live our lives based on what seems good or what feels good. We can not believe we understand
what true love and care for our neighbor is unless we are willing to listen to the voice of God!
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 Chapter 2 verse 15 tells us, after God planted the Garden of Eden, He placed Adam there to dress and care
for it. Note here again, even though man did not have to work by the sweat of his brow to eat, he was given
responsibilities. Where Adam went with the garden was up to him, but it gave him a starting point; and it’s my
belief, this was a way of showing Adam that it was OK to do something with the planet. Adam was not under
any obligation to leave nature just like it was. He could be creative!

 It’s important to understand that this garden God planted was more than just a starting point. It was pivotal
in the existence of man! It was the fact, man was made in the image of God, which made him special. Once
again, not that we were or that we are going to be gods, but the fact we were given creative minds capable of
learning and doing amazing things. What man would do with the universe, and where man would go, was up
to him. That free will to do things was what made our existence interesting, but the Garden of Eden would
always be a place which was special. Here was a place that was not started by us. The garden was a place God
planted! In this garden was the Tree of Life as well as the other tree, which showed us just how much God had
given us a free will. As long as man did not turn from God and take of the tree He told them not to, they would
always have this place to return. There would be no doubt as we traveled the universe where to return if we felt
we wanted to bask in the presence of God. God would always be watching over us, and His presence would
always be felt; but even before the fall, God was not going to force Himself upon us. It was always up to us to
come to Him. The garden gave us that place. After Adam and Eve took of the fruit, they hid from God, but they
did not leave the garden. That is why God called for Adam. There was a part of Adam and Eve that was afraid,
but there was also a part which desired God’s help! It could be said, what we truly lost at the garden was the
garden itself! God would always be with us, but we lost the ability to come and walk with Him in the way man
did in the garden. People always ask why God does not show Himself in the physical. The answer is that from
the beginning it was not so. The garden was the place to come and actually walk with God, and we lost that!

 As you go through the Bible, you find God trying to give us back the garden experience. It would not be
easy amongst sinful man. We would not be able to walk with God in the cool of the evening, but we would
know where to go to find the presence of God. So, God formed a nation and gave them a Law. If they would
follow that Law, it would create an environment where God’s presence could be. Moses was instructed to build
a tabernacle and an ark. These items would be placed in the midst of those people, and God’s presence would
come down in their midst. He said He would choose a permanent place to put His name once the Jews entered
the land of promise. (Deut. 12:1-7) It took some time because of the struggle with sin, but eventually, a place
was picked. That place? Jerusalem! It still took years before the temple was built, but when it was, God’s
presence descended!!!!! (II Chron. 7:1-4) Through the years, because of sin, God’s presence lifted from the
temple. The temple was destroyed and rebuilt once; but after that, God sent His Son, in the flesh, who dwelt
amongst us! (Matt. 13:13-17) However, when He entered Jerusalem one day, to take his rightful place in the
temple, (Matt. 21:6-16, Luke 19:33-48) it angered the religious establishment of the day. Jesus was eventually
put to death! Because Jesus was without sin, God The Father raised Him up, and He lived again. Before Jesus
left this world, He promised He would return and take all who believed to a place He would prepare. In that
place, man would, once again, have the kind of access to God which he had at the garden, and more! (John
14:1-3) Further, there would never again be anything which could take that access away! (Rev. 20:10-21:8)

 Now we go to verses 16 and 17 of chapter 2 and find a very simple commandment given to man from God.
He makes clear that there is nothing wrong with any other tree in the garden. So, there was no complication to
this issue. There was one thing which could separate them from God, and that was to eat of the Tree of
Knowledge of Good and Evil. God told them, in the day they ate of it, they would die. Many people like to
point out that Adam and Eve did not die the day they ate from the tree, and this shows just how man looks at
life. As Jesus walked this earth, He said He came that we might have life and have it more abundantly! (John
10:9-10) This was His way of trying to get it through to us that the life we are living on this planet is not really
life at all! There is no point in the life most humans lead. We can accomplish many things, but what does it
matter? As Jesus said, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?”

FBS continued on pg. 7
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Matthew 16:26 Jesus also said, if we would lose this life we would find life, but if we seek to gain this life we
will lose our lives. (Matt. 10:38-39) The references go on and on, but what is amazing is that many people
professing to believe in the Word of God say they understand this point! However, many times, our actions do
not reflect it. Many of us waste far too much time living this life and ignoring the things of God!

 The Native Americans used to hunt buffalo by getting what amounted to a stampede going in the direction
of a cliff. When the herd got to the cliff, some of the buffalo would fall off and plunge to their deaths. All the
people had to do then was go down and collect the carcasses. The interesting thing about this method is the
fact, native people were not wasteful like the Europeans. It was never the native hunter’s intent to take more
than he needed. This being true, native people knew when to stop driving the herd before they got to the cliff,
and then only a few buffalo would fall off and not the entire herd! So, we find even buffalo have the sense not
to go over a cliff just because someone said, boo! As we look at human life on this planet, we find this is where
we are headed. We are born and then we start that steady march to the grave. It’s the devil’s intent to get us to
go right off that cliff, without God, and he is interested in killing the entire herd! Why is it that even those who
say they believe the Word of God do not seem to possess the intellect of a buffalo, and just keep charging for
that cliff even though God has removed the power of the one who would drive us? (Rom. 8:1-15)

 We will talk more next time about the commandments of God and the creation of man, but the question I
leave with you is this, “will you choose to be smarter than a buffalo?” Let’s walk each day remembering, it’s
our choice to make, and I’ll see you next time!
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People Argue About The Queerest Things!
By Philip E. Busby

 These past months have brought the debate about whether churches should accept homosexuals as
ministers, back into the spotlight. The problem with a debate like this is that the issue you really should be
debating has been lost in the fog of many issues which are irrelevant to the point. So, we find ourselves arguing
about these irrelevant issues and not the true issue at hand. One argument is that many priest or ministers are
gay and no one knows they are. So, people argue they would rather allow openly gay ministers than to have a
gay minister and not know it. Another argument is the idea that the person or persons seeking to be accepted
as a gay minister is a very kind and compassionate person. People say they are loving and show the kind of
attributes which one would look for in a minister of the Gospel. While these arguments may seem to be good
arguments on the surface, they should not be a part of the debate at all!  In fact, the very base of arguing over
whether to accept homosexuals as ministers is not a logical debate! The debate should not be whether to ordain
gays as ministers or not; the real question is whether homosexuality is a sinful lifestyle or not.

 We really should take the time to think before we speak, and be careful which arguments we allow
ourselves to be drawn into! Allow me to use myself as an example. I’ve been in the ministry since the age of
fifteen. I, at the time of this writing, have been married for almost six years. Now, let me be blunt and to the
point! My physical relationship with my wife is not an issue in my ministry. Why? because God made, not just
for Adam, but from Adam, an helpmate, and that was Eve. “Therefore shall a man leave his father and his
mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh.” Genesis 2:24 One man for one woman,
that was the plan of God! So, my physical relationship with my wife is not an issue. However, if before I was
married I had been sexually active, that would have been an issue! Not just because I’m a minister, but because
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I’m supposed to be a believer in the Word of God, which says that sex outside of marriage is not proper. If I
was to have a sexual relationship with another woman now that I am married, that would also be an issue! Once
again, not just because I’m a minister, but because the Word says, “Thou shalt not commit adultery.” Exodus
20:14 I say all this because I want to make a simple point. Your sex life is not a public affair, but if you are
living a life of sin, then you need to deal with that sin. If being homosexual is not sinful, then it’s no one’s
business whether you are gay or not, even if your are a minister! If homosexuality is not sinful and we still
debate about whether to accept gays as ministers, then we truly are dealing with the dark sin of discrimination,
and that should not exist in a church which was told to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature. (Mark 16:15) However, if homosexuality is a sin, then the debate is not whether to allow that kind of
person to be in the ministry, it’s how can we help this person turn from the path they have chosen and resist
the temptation to be involved in this activity. As true believers, we are sent as Jesus was sent, and that is not
to condemn the world, but that the world through the shed blood of Christ might be saved! (John 3:17) The
Bible tells us even if we have trouble with our brethren, we should go and deal with that first and then come
back to the altar and minister. (Matt. 5:22-24) That being true, it only stands to reason that if we have sin in
our lives, we should go and deal with it before stepping into a place of ministry! If someone is trying to follow
God but struggles with the temptations of homosexuality, they need to focus on overcoming that sin before
they try to teach others. This is true of any believer who is struggling with some form of sin, sexual or not!

 Talking about turning from homosexuality brings us to another item which becomes part of the debate!
Many people get caught up on the debate of whether you are born homosexual or not, but this, also, is not a
relevant debate. We are all born with a certain personality. I call it a personality, for lack of a better term. The
personality we end up with as adults is shaped by many experiences, and even in adulthood we can continue
to change. However, what way we may have been born or what experiences may have shaped us along the way
are not an excuse to live one way or another. When Jesus walked this earth, He did not tell us to be whatever
life had made us! No, He told us, we needed to become as little children and to learn of Him. (Matt. 18:1-4)
Jesus went a step further when He talked to Nicodemus. Jesus told Nicodemus that to be saved he must be born
again! (John 3:1-10) Through the entire Word of God, we are instructed to keep the desires of our flesh under
control. (Rom. 8:1-15) We are instructed to keep our minds clean. (II Cor. 10:3-6) It’s clear that even the law
God gave, through Moses, to the Jews, was only a starting point in the growth process of being who God wants
us to be! (Matt. 19:7-9) Some of us may be tempted by sexual thoughts and desires which are not part of the
perfect plan of God, but whether we believe we are born with those desires is not relevant! If we are going to
follow God, it’s going to be because we desire to: because we have made a choice to be born again through
the power of the shed blood of Jesus. If we desire to follow God, we must hear what He tells us, and respond
to His leading just as a child trusts its parents. (John 15:9-10, Heb. 11:5-13) The Bible is not the teaching of
whatever I am I will be. It’s a teaching of new life. Whatever God wants me to be, that is what I will strive to
become, because “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.” Philippians 4:13 In some of
these things we will be glad, but in some of these things we will always struggle with the temptation to have
what this physical life offers. (I Cor. 10:12-13) Romans chapter 1 makes it very clear, homosexuality is not
what God intended, and the list in Romans 1:29-31 gives us some blunt ideas of things which will separate us
from God! However, we need to keep in mind the fact, these things are not told us because God is being mean
and restrictive. It’s because true fulfillment comes from living the life God created us to live! If you don’t
believe that, then you just aren’t a believer in the Word!
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